










Page 6	 Spring - March 2010

Trail Workers Flummoxed by Winter Weather
 	A long the Buffalo River Hiking Trail construction project, snow and low temperatures blocked trail  vol-unteers from 
most of their scheduled work Saturdays since New Year’s Day, project coordinator Ken Smith reported. 
	 “We could trail-hike, maybe even do bushwhack trips, with snow on the ground,” Smith said. “But it’s not safe to 
work with loppers and saws on steep, snow-covered slopes. And temperatures below 20 degrees can be hazardous as well as 
uncomfortable.”
 	 Volunteers worked only one Saturday in January (though Ozark Society members Layton and Joan Chambers helped 
on one other unscheduled weekend that month).  Smith scheduled trail-clearing for additional Saturdays, so that, weather 
allowing, trail work could take place on February 20, March 6, and March 13.  A notice asking for volunteers was added 
to the Ozark Society  site, www.ozarksociety.net.  In between newsletters, please check the website periodically for more 
trailbuilding opportunities.

Ozark Society Foundation News
By Dana Steward,  Chairman, OS Foundation 

	 The big excitement at the Ozark 
Society Foundation is the anticipated 
release of a new edition of  Dr. Neil 
Compton’s classic saga of the preservation 
of the Buffalo River.  Entitled The Battle for 
the Buffalo River: The Story of America’s 
First National River, the book is a joint 
project of the University of Arkansas Press 
and the Ozark Society Foundation.  UA 
Press published the original book, which 
has been out of print for some time.  
	 The new book is a saga in itself.  For 
several years, the OSF had looked for a 
viable way to bring the book back, but  we 
were never able to find a financially feasible 
way to go about it, especially hindered by the 
fact that much of the original manuscript 
data could not be located.  However, board 
members Mike Adelman and Janet Parsch 
would not give up the cause, and finally 
under their leadership and Janet’s enormous 
amount of hands on work, last fall the OSF 
board approved the project, and the book 
will shortly be a reality.
	 The former copyright holders, Neil 
Compton’s daughters, Ellen Compton 
and Edra Compton Diaz, have offered to 
transfer the copyright to the Ozark Society 
Foundation, and the University of Arkansas 
Press has agreed to share the expense (and 
the rewards) of publication with OSF.  OSF 
profits from the book will be designated 

to support the Neil Compton Scholarship 
in Natural Sciences at the University of 
Arkansas.
	 Our own Ken L. Smith (Sawmill, 
Buffalo River Country, Buffalo River 
Handbook) has written a new foreword 
updating the story and underscoring its 
significance, and a new cover photograph 
by Terry Fredrick will be featured, as well as 
a comment by Senator Dale Bumpers.  
	 Dr. Compton’s first person account 
of The Battle for the Buffalo River will 
continue to make us proud of our heritage 
as members of the Ozark Society but now 
in this paperback edition, his story will 
be readily available as a source book for 
the future generations of environmentalists 
around the country. 
	 The book is already featured in the 
new UA Press catalog and on the webpage.  
We are anticipating a late spring delivery, 
perhaps even by the time of the annual 
meeting at Buffalo Point.
	 In other news of the Foundation, we 
have continued to receive individual and 
foundation grants, including memorials, 
honorariums, and even just a “thank you 
for helping save the Buffalo” gift from an 
out of state group of floaters who took up a 
collection when they got off a great spring 
float last year.  We awarded a number of 
grants, including money to the Buffalo 

River Foundation Endowment and Buffalo 
National River Partners.
	 Our book sales are enjoying the 
influence of the Buffalo Flows video 
released last year, as people want to learn 
more about the Buffalo and turn to the 
OSF publications for information.

OS members making river crossing; this image 
is featured in the new UA Press catalog to 
advertise the new edition of Battle for the 
Buffalo River.  Photo by Lukas D. Parsch
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Lake Ouachita Vista Trail (LOViT) 
by Cathy and David Joyce, Bayou Chapter

 Your action news reporters John & 
Cathy Joyce are filing this report on the 
hiking that took place on January 16 & 
17, 2010.
 a stellar list of hikers descended 
on the Peek House of Bobbie and 
Vannie edwards the evening of the 
15th of January in preparation for an 
all-out assault on the LOViT Trail 
located just a few short miles from the 
edwards encampment.  They came with 
everything imaginable, from back packs 
to fanny packs; professional hiking 
sticks to just plain old sticks and poles; 
from professional gaiters to high-top 
socks and long pants; wind breakers to 
full out rain gear (which was very much 
needed); caps, gloves, mittens and you 
name it, they had it. 
 Friday night was a time to gather 
around the camp-fire outside for a while 
to discuss a variety of items but mostly 
to enjoy the company that was there.  It 
didn’t last long though before it started 
to sprinkle and then all of them moved 
inside to a dry and warm place to 
continue on with the camaraderie, etc. 
(use your imagination on the “etc”).  
Finally, everyone decided that it was 
time for bed, so that is exactly what 
they did.  as quickly as somebody said 
“lights-out” that was it…..
 Up and early for the start of the 
assault.  Breakfast, working out the part 
about who drives and who rides; where 
to start the assault and where to end 
up.  No big deal.  Done and on the road 
to the trailhead…JOPLIN to DeNBY 
BaY was the first leg.  approximately 8 
miles of gorgeous terrain wild game, rain 
and cold.  But they all seemed to enjoy 
it.  Funny thing about those out-door 
people.  Weird, most of them.  They all 
pulled out their rain-gear and kept on 

going.  They even ate lunch 
in the rain.  Some of them 
even brought along a device 
to heat up food.  Then they 
all shared their food with 
each other!  go-figure!!!!  
everyone made the entire trip 
and by the time they got back 
to the trailhead, they were 
still in pretty good spirits; 
all laughing and going on, a 
little cold and some a little 
wet, but all of them feeling 
good.  go Figure agaIN!!!
 We all got back to the Peek House 
where everyone got warmed up with 
whatever they wanted to get warmed up 
with.  That evening, supper was cooked; 
lots of good hot food and more of the 
same camaraderie.  Still raining and 
still c-o-l-d.  No late night for this group 
though; the next day was looming in 
front of them…
 Day 2:  The assault from the top 
of Hickory Nut Mtn. to the Hwy 47 trail 
head.
 Most of this was down hill with 
a couple of small ups.  Once again, 
the trail was beautiful.  This day, lots 
of sunshine and good weather for the 
hike.  The people that are building trail 
are doing a magnificent job and really 
need to be commended for their efforts.  
Don’t know all of them by name, but 
Robert Cavanaugh is one of them.  This 
part of the hike was about 3.05 miles 
so all total, this group hiked about 
nine miles; maybe it was a little longer 
than that.  Could have been 11 total.  
Regardless, it was fun.
 Fifteen hikers on the first day; 
fourteen hikers on the second day; 20 
people for dinner on Saturday night; 12 
slept inside the Peek House; 5 on the 

back porch; 2 in an RV; 2 in a home on 
Lake Ouachita.  
 There were no casualties; only one 
got lost and was later recaptured (Thank 
god for cell-phones).  Jerry Martin 
had brought breakfast for everyone on 
Sunday, but didn’t get to share in it 
because they were late.  I think he and 
his side-kick Dean Miller had a couple 
of cold pancakes.  Sorry, guys.  
 OK, the list:  Steve and grace 
eyler, Jack and Marsha Land, Kenny and 
Sandy Miller, ann Burton, Henry-ann 
Burton, Brian adams and his son Lance, 
Robert and georgia Cavanaugh, Dean 
Miller, Jerry Martin, Susan Rameres. 
Brenda Stephens and John &  Cathy 
Joyce.
 Thanks to Vannie and Bobby 
edwards for their hospitality and 
pastoral leadership.  Thanks to Robert 
and georgia Cavanaugh for leading 
the way on the hike.  Thanks to all of 
the folks listed above who braved the 
elements; overcame the rain and cold; 
and trudged on through the mud and 
wet, determined NOT to be deterred by 
anything.  Pressing onward because we 
were too far into the hike to turn back; 
better to keep going.  You’re a credit to 
yourselves… 

The Bayou Chapter gets ready to roll.
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If you wish to participate in 
Ozark Society outdoor events, 
please make note of the following 
statement and requirement:

I acknowledge that I understand the 
nature of this event and represent 
that I am qualified, in good health 
and proper physical condition 
to participate in the activity. I 
understand the risks to my person 
and property associated with the 
event. I agree to release from liability 
and not to sue the Ozark Society 
(including the individual Chapters 
of the Ozark Society) and their 
officers, directors, the event leaders, 
coordinators or instructors for any 
injury, damage, death or other loss 
in any way connected with the event.

Stay Informed on the Web!
www.ozarksociety.net

Announcements:
April 9-11: Spring General Meeting at Buffalo Point (see page 5.)
June 1-5: All-Society Buffalo River Canoe Trip.  Tyler Bend to 

Shipp’s Ferry.  $150  ($50 deposit by May 1.) Contact Alice 
Andrews 501-219-4295 or alice209ok@yahoo.com for more 
information, or fill out form on the website. 

July 11-17: Colorado Trip.  If you have any questions concerning 
the Colorado outing, contact Bob Ritchie at 501-225-1795 or 
BRitchieAR@aol.com.  Trip is limited to 60 people, secure your spot 
soon!  (More information on the above trips found on the website.)

Welcome to new Board Members and Chapter Chairs:  Laurie Schuler, 
Membership Chair; Acadia Roher, Conservation Chair; Brian Adams, 
Bayou Chapter Chair; Katie Auman-Murray, Buffalo Chapter Chair.

Be sure to check out the website’s new format!  More user-friendly, 
more information, and you can add photos of your own.


