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“The challenge goes on.  There are other lands and rivers, other wilderness areas to save and share with all.  I challenge you to step forward to protect and care for the wild places you love best.”    -Neil 

The challenge goes on.  There are other lands and rivers, other wilderness areas, to save and to share with all.  I challenge you to step forward to protect and care for the wild places you love best.” – Dr. Neil Compton
Buffalo River Reflections

by Laura Timby

Despite what seemed like endless days of damp cloudy weather, it is surprisingly dry up here in Buffalo River Country. The river remains at its low, end of summer flows, not the best for winter floats. Of course, that could change at any time, but here we are in the second half of January and have had only two really good cold spells to date, with quite a few days reaching into the 60’s and occasional 70’s. The daffodils are up with buds beginning to swell, birds are singing their spring songs, and the occasional flock of geese passes overhead. Perhaps this year we wont have a winter.  I sure hope we do though, as I have always heard a cold winter helps keep the tick and chigger population at bay. We need all the help we can get on that front!

This past year (2016) was a sad year in many ways for the Ozark Society. We lost two very dear longtime members, Eunice Noland in April, preceded in death by her devoted husband Paul in December 2015, and Bob Ritchie this past October. They will all be missed and their passing leaves quite a void to be filled. May they rest in peace.

The struggle continues to stop more CAFO’s (Confined Animal Feeding Operations) from gaining a foothold in the Buffalo River Watershed and the surrounding Karst (cave) regions. Multiple meetings of ADEQ, and the Governor’s newly appointed Beautiful Buffalo River Committee still have failed to come to a consensus as to the best appropriate action to take. Meanwhile the Three Grandmother’s Appeal 

met with success and for the moment it looks like the permitting process for additional permits will be re-examined. (See the Buffalo River Watershed Association- BRWA- website for all the current info.) Grandmother Carol Bitting shared these comments, “We feel the judge's decision that a Confined Animal Feeding Permit cannot be modified to a Land Application permit and vice versa is valid and a win.  We do not accept that the permit should only be remanded for a new tracking number and fee only, but go back for full "New Permit" review. By allowing only a new number and fee without a new permit review we have a modification of a confined animal permit to a land application with a new tracking number.

The Buffalo River Watershed, is a highly sensitive area and this permit jeopardizes the water quality of the springs, streams and wells in and around the National Forest Service, the National Park Service, Arkansas Game and Fish, Hurricane Creek, Jasper and private residents, and reduces the quality of outside enjoyment for all. 

We are presenting oral arguments to remand the permit to ADEQ and it be redone as a new permit for full review as all new permits are done. The EC Farm permit in the appeal only allowed review of the modifications.” Hopefully the Judge will agree and we will see an end to this current threat to our beloved Buffalo River.

The words of Dr. Compton are as relevant today as they were when the Battle for the Buffalo was in its infancy. When money and wealth is valued more highly than the quality of life, not only of humans, but also of all species, our voices raised in protest will be heard…. “I challenge you to step forward to protect and care for the wild places you love best.” Listen to Dr. Compton’s words and accept the challenge. They ring as true today as they did so many years ago. Together we can make a difference- lets get started!
The First Day Hike by Farrel Couch

They say the thing you do on the first day of the year is what you will do the most of that year. Well if that’s the case I sure hope that the hikes that I do this year are as good as the one on January 1st. It all started with an unscheduled reconnaissance hike that had been postponed from an earlier date into a very rugged seldom-visited area of the Upper Buffalo Wilderness. My intent was to find an easier way into the area than when I had visited the area in the late 80s. At that time we had to scale down two waterfalls just to reach the main creek bed, a route I knew a group couldn’t do. After some investigation using maps and Google earth I thought I had found a route into the area without scaling any waterfalls.

So with a small group of hardy individuals we met at Mossville and caravanned to the jump off point on national forest land. The area was Terrapin Branch or The Devils Den Canyon as it has also been called with good reason.  We brought along some surveyors flagging to mark our way. The route wasn’t extremely steep and we successfully negotiated our way around private property to reach the main creek without any bluffs to scale. Once in the creek we made or way downstream carefully noting tricky spots and flagging as safe a route as possible. 

The scenery was superb and it just got better as we descended further down the creek. High bluffs on both sides with interesting overhangs to investigate drew us onward.  A small tributary entering from the right begged further investigation and provided a great surprise. After only a couple of hundred yards we came upon a beautiful thirty foot waterfall, which to our knowledge wasn’t named so we dubbed it Undercut Falls due to the beautiful undercuts on both sides. Near the falls we also found a old rock wall about thirty feet long and didn’t seem to have a purpose as it was near the bluff and looked more like a fort made by boys at play. But the construction seemed to be more involved than for just a play fort, perhaps an old still site as there was a spring seeping from a crack in the rock at the base of the undercut. We left it a mystery and continued on our way back to the main creek.                    

Down the creek a bit, large chunks of bluff (some larger than houses) lay tilted precariously on the hillside to our right. Deciding to check out this area further we made our way slowly up a steep slope being careful of loose rocks and hidden cracks between the larger boulders. Once at the main bluff face high above the creek the view was breathtaking as we could see a large portion of the bluffs along and above the creek. Making our way along this bluff line we saw many unique tree prints within the rocks. This seemed to be a great place for a rest and some lunch and after a bite we discovered we were near the photo site called the “Whatsit Rock” as it appears in the book “The High Ozarks”, written by Neal Compton. Quite a find as we had no idea where the photo had been taken many years ago in this large creek drainage. Moving along below the bluff we soon decided to return to the creek bed and continue our way downstream toward its confluence with the Buffalo.
        

After a very steep decent back down to the creek, the bluffs that we admired from afar now towered majestically over us their beauty now quite stunning up close. Further downstream the hiking was easier and we had more time to admire the forest and the solitude of the wilderness. But all to soon it was time head back upstream so we might check out the creek in the area we skipped while up near the bluff line.
Well as it turned out this was a very good idea to turn back when we did. Returning back to where we had descended into the creek it was just a short ways to a beautiful blue pool at the base of a waterfall. Just above the waterfall was an area of large boulders blocking the entire creek. A high bluff along the creek prevented us from climbing past on the right and it appeared that this blockage was due to a collapse of the bluff on the left. The collapse area looked too daunting to try to climb over, so we had no choice but to climb back up a very steep slope to the base of the high bluff to continue our way back upstream. That was a bit much and not what I had remembered from long ago. Staying near the bluff we skirted the impasse and then worked our way carefully back down to the creek. 

After a very strenuous day of hiking we were happy to see our flagging where we ascended back up to our cars. It was getting late in the day when we bid each other ado, all hoping to return soon to explore an area that surely has many unique things to see.

My Last Excerpts from a Trail-Builder’s Diary 2016: Buffalo River Trail Completed 12/16 by Jim Liles

The National Park Service celebrated its 100th birthday on August 25th 2016. On a more local level, we can celebrate the completion of the middle Buffalo River Trail, which now extends for approximately 43 miles from the mouth of Richland Creek (Woolum) to Dillards Ferry (SR 14 bridge.) The Searcy County half of the 80 miles of BRT (with downriver trailhead in Marion County) begins near the mouth of Richland Creek as a continuation of the Ozark Highland Trail (OHT), running for 165 miles across north Arkansas. Here are some highlights of my last year of trail work, building the last half-mile of the BRT:

Right after Christmas, 2015, heavy rains sent the Buffalo – along with the Mississippi and its tributaries – on one of its rampages, rising some 40 feet and leaving a swath of silt and flood debris in its wake.  I hiked several miles of the built trail, just to watch the many normally dry hollows carrying down the runoff, and making veritable pour-offs wherever their paths intersected the many cliffs lining the Buffalo River valley. Three “horse-shoe bend bluffs” were each settings for a delightful waterfall—easily accessible by a 2-3 hour stroll east from the parking pull-off at the BRT’s crossing of the South Maumee Road (see driving directions at end of article.) By hiking a mile upriver (west) from that trail-crossing, you pass along the rim of another cliff-top waterfall, and a half-mile further the trail passes below a rarely running “pour-off,” often sporting massive icicles in winter (I’ve called that area “Christmas Hollow,” since building trail there over the 2011 holiday season, transplanting dozens of Christmas ferns along the way.  There’s a short section of the trail – no more than 35 yards – climbing out of that hollow that remains unimproved.)  Less than a half-mile beyond “Christmas Hollow” the trail reaches the Roberts tract, 64 acres of private land frustrating “official” completion of the BRT. However, the entire trail – including the 0.3 mile Roberts crossing – can and should be hiked, for reasons explained below.

From time to time over the past year, Yellville-based attorney Michael Kelly and I have discussed the issue that the Buffalo River Trail, having been flagged and improved over the years on the ground, may cross land within the National River boundaries on which a fee absolute ownership was not acquired by the National Park Service. There are many old – even historic – trails which, while not having been surveyed, are well-established on the ground and have been used by various private parties over the years, some of which have, in part, been incorporated to obtain the most reasonable path for the Buffalo River Trail. Kelly noted that in Arkansas, the doctrine of prescriptive easement is well established and parties can secure a walking easement by use.  Use is to be open and on a clearly defined route, which criteria have been met for the BRT, Kelly believes, by use along an obvious old single-track road crossing the Roberts tract. Over the past eight years there have been repeated efforts, by the National Park Service, by the Buffalo River Foundation, and by private citizens, to formalize that section of the trails usage by grant, purchase or permission. None of those efforts has been successful . . ..  On October 30, Mike Kelly and I, along with our wives, Elva and Suzie, hiked the 2-½ mile trail from South Maumee to and across what has been referred to as the Roberts tract. The fact that the trail leading to and crossing that tract has been used and maintained and improved over almost seven years should soon constitute a case for a trail easement by prescription under Arkansas law. Hikers choosing to help secure legal, perpetuate use of the trail can let us know dates, parties, size, etc. by e-mailing jim_liles@hotmail.com 

I opened the year 2016 by hiking much of the28.5 miles of trail, Grinders Ferry (U.S. hwy 65) to Dillards Ferry (SR 14), tossing limbs and feral hog-dislodged rocks from trail . . . Jan. 14, 2016 was the first day of the year on trail construction, when I resumed my routine – begun 2/11/15 – driving a truly historic road (it appears on an 1890 map) to the river, crossing by solo canoe to the south bank, and walking across the Roberts Tract via a single-track woods road, to continue trail construction upriver.  I was welcomed back to the river by a fine Bald Eagle, flying by as I secured the canoe.  . . After gaining the BRT route flagged years ago by Ken Smith, I reworked about 36 yards of hog-damaged trail and built 10 yards . . . Managed to get out for two more January days trail-building, between bouts of snow, ice and frozen ground.  . . On Feb. 1, the day warmed to 46 degrees, and I was further warmed by moving several large rocks into place, for steps up a steeper stretch of the trail.

February 4 & 5. Two good days of hiking the built & un-built trail with Ken Smith (his 82nd birthday), followed on Feb. 8th (my 79th) and Feb. 9, by finishing some big rock steps and an additional 87 yards of new trail. For a full half-hour, I was accompanied by a Hermit Thrush, which flew down to the rich dirt I’d turned up, to glean for insects & worms. That unobtrusive bird is a regular resident of the Ozarks winter woodlands, and my most constant companion in trail building. Hermit Thrushes depart the Ozarks each spring for more northerly climes and the more mountainous regions of the U.S.  (Suzie & I are fortunate to summer with Hermit Thrushes in the Colorado Rockies. There, on its nesting grounds, the thrush breaks into song – among the most lyrical, even ethereal, of birdsongs to my ears.)

On six more February days and on six days of March, I trucked to the river, canoed across, and trudged up and across the Roberts tract, to build trail on west.  An eagle, sometimes two, was often seen at the river, along with the male of a kingfisher pair – remaining on the nesting territory throughout the year. 

On April 4, Suzie & I made our first canoe run of the spring – from Gilbert to Maumee North, on the river running green and 6 feet high. We were well rewarded by the sight of eagles and the discovery of a huge nest with sitting eagle, down from the mouth of Tomahawk Creek – the active nest perhaps a first for Buffalo National River.  (Suzie helped AG&F feed an introduced pair of bald eaglets back in 1982, in the Toney Bend area of Buffalo National River – an early effort to reestablish the species in Arkansas.) 

Returning to trail building in the fall, 10/21/16, I was rewarded with a fly-by of a pair of Bald Eagles – an adult and a juvenile. The nest being but 2 miles to the northwest, and the young bird being overall dark brown but for whitish “wing-pits,” gave me reason to believe that it was a 1st-year bird—maybe the first ever eagle offspring hatched on Buffalo National River – a welcome sight . . . Over the fall past, I watched the pair – parent and “juvie” – on several occasions, while en route to building trail. One of their favorite perches seemed to be high in a trail-side oak, on the steep northeast-facing hillside overlooking Buffalo River, about half-way between Rocky Creek and Little Rocky Creek. (The BRT is a “cliff-hanger” there!)

Working 14 fall days, through 12/15/16, I concluded 10 years of volunteer trail building, completing—along with Ken Smith and 100s of other volunteers—the Buffalo River Trail. It now runs – without a break – for 43 miles, Woolum to Dillards Ferry. Various sections* of the 28.5 miles built over the first 16 years of this century— the newest Buffalo River Trail—can be accessed from the following roads: 

*U.S. 65 (Grinders Ferry, upper parking lot, east side of highway): 14.5 miles upriver to Richland Creek at Woolum and BRT’s connection with the OHT, or 28.5 miles downriver to state road 14 at Dillards Ferry.

*Zack Ridge Road /S.C. 47: go 7 miles from its junction with U.S. 65 in Marshall (turn north at Harps), to a parking pullout on right. Walk to left to go upriver to Grinders Ferry (6.5 mi); or walk straight ahead (past Horton Cemetery) on BRT, to downriver destinations, including Red Bluff Road crossing, 4.5 miles. 

*Brush Creek & Red Bluff Roads/S.C. 49: go north on state road 27 four miles from its jct. with U.S. 65, south side of Marshall; turn left/west onto paved Trout Farm Road, south of Morning Star (turn off SR 27 at sign for Howard Hensley WMA), go 3 miles to a “T”, right 2.3 miles to a fork, left at fork for 2 miles (high- clearance vehicles) to Brush Creek Rd crossing of BRT; right at Brush Creek Road fork for 1.5 miles on Red Bluff Road (S.C. 49) which parallels the BRT here – look for parking pull-off & BRT sign on left.  

*South Maumee Road/S.C. 52:  5 miles north from SR 27 at Morning Star to the trail-crossing of the South Maumee Road (parking pull-out right, ½ mile beyond park entrance sign); hike right/east for about one mile to two pour-offs, or hike 5.3 miles to Spring Creek Road/S.C. 99, for another rim-top pour-off & a  great river over-look (for ½ mile west of Spring Creek, the trail is on a historic wagon road that – in the latter half of the 19th century –  was a wagon road/horse-trail between Marshall & Yellville.)

*Spring Creek Road/S.C. 99:  BRT crossing is 2 miles down that road from its intersection with SR14, midway between AR 14 Bridge and Harriett. Hiking downriver for 6 trail miles on east & north from the trail’s crossing of Spring Creek Road provides more great river views and other interesting sights along the way to the trailhead at Dillards Ferry. About 1 mile east of Spring Creek Road, the trail joins with an old roadway for about half a mile – part of an ore haul road over which zinc ore was trucked during World War I. Mining records document the source of the ore as the Jackpot Mine, located on the left bank of Buffalo River, fifteen feet above water level, at the base of colorful Jackpot Bluff. A high-line cable once transported ore across the river to a truck loading landing – the mine opening, concrete mill foundation and the ore bucket landing have long been obscured by 100 years of river flooding and re-forestation.  Further east along the old road as it continues past the sites of fallen-down chimneys are scattered articles from the lives of those dependant on jobs laboring in the nearby mines and mills. 

One of the best river overlooks on the entire trail is from the top of Kimball Bluff, 1¾ mile up from the Dillards Ferry trailhead.  The view from Kimball Bluff is framed by features that recall the river’s mining history: where the river enters the panorama, Jackpot Bluff marks the frame, and the downriver limit of the vista is the middle of mile-long Tie Chute Bluff, a name recalling the logging history along the river: From the top of the 420 feet bluff, around the turn of the 19th – 20th centuries, Ozarks tie-hackers launched railroad ties hewn  (“hacked”) from the area’s old-growth white oaks, down to the river below, where they were rafted up and floated 33 miles down the Buffalo and on down the White River, to help satisfy the frenzy of railroad-building in that era. Near the top of the bluff, the Commercial Mine was a tunnel 170 feet long, now collapsed, from which zinc ore was excavated during the same time-period.

There are many rewards to be gained from hiking any portion of the Buffalo River Trail, whether admiring the scenery and enjoying the natural outdoors, or reflecting on bygone eras, from early settlement to commercial resource extraction along Buffalo River, to protection as a national river, beginning 45 years ago come March 1, 2017.  So get out and explore the Buffalo National River this winter & spring, by hiking some or all of the latest-to-be built section of the Buffalo River Trail! 

Someday we expect it will be extended 15 or 20 more miles, to connect at the Ozark National Forest- Sylamore District’s “Spring Creek Trailhead”— yet another “Spring Creek,” in the extreme northeast corner of Searcy County—where the ongoing Ozarks Highland Trail resumes.  The OHT is well underway to merge with the Ozark Trail at the Missouri-Arkansas line. We understand that most of the 500 mile-long OT has been constructed across the Missouri Ozarks. The OHT, BRT, and OT combined will eventually provide a long-distance hiking trail across the Nation’s Interior Highlands, for more than 700 miles, from Lake Fort Smith, Arkansas to the suburbs of St. Louis, Missouri.

Welcome New Members!

J.B.  & Angela Clark

Mike & Elva Kelly

Lynn Risser

John Lee

Grant Woodside
Wanda Evans

Connie Green

Alan & Kim Kuzilik

Martha Morris

Dana Smith

Susan Bolding
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Hikes… Editor’s note: Please contact Farrel at wildsofa.fc@gmail.com or 479.200.2621 prior to the event to sign up or to check on any changes. Don’t wait too long as the hikes tend to fill up quickly. All hikes require you to sign a release waiver. Thank you.

Sunday February 05, 2017, Terrapin Branch Bushwhack, Meet at 9:00 am at the Mossville Church to shuttle to trail start point, 6 miles, Strenuous, 15-person limit. Undercut Falls, The Whatsit Rock, and many other areas to explore.

Sunday February 19, 2017, Smith Creek Nature Preserve, Meet at the Main Gate just off Hwy 21 south of Boxley at 9:00 am, 6 miles, Moderate to Strenuous, 15-person limit. See the newly created preserve on trails with markers.

Sunday March 5, 2017, Pine Hollow Round Rocks and the Glory Hole, Meet at Mossville Church at 10:00 am, 5 miles total miles, Moderate, 15-person limit. Visit two different unusual geologic oddities.

Sunday, March 19, 2017, Hemmed-in-Hollow from the top. Meet at 9:00 am at the Compton Trailhead, 6 miles, Strenuous, 15-person limit. Visit an area few folks see, a different perspective of Hemmed-in-Hollow.

Sunday April 2, 2017, Leatherwood Creek, Hideout Hollow, McFerrins Point. Meet at the Ponca low water bridge at 10:00 am, 6 miles total, Moderate, 15-person limit. Visit three unique areas at a beautiful time of year.

Sunday April 23, 2017, Indian Creek to the Eye of the Needle. Meet at Kyles landing campground at 10:00 am 7 miles round trip, Strenuous, 15 person limit. Plenty of waterfalls, caves and wildflowers to enjoy!.

Upcoming Events…

On Monday, March 13th Ken Smith is going to be honored by the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism and inducted in their Arkansas Tourism Hall of Fame. There will be a luncheon ceremony from 12:00-2:00 in the Wally Allen Ballroom D (2nd floor) at the State House Convention Center March 13. Chuck Haralson and Ken Smith are the two inductees into the Hall of Fame. The speaker is: Gabe Holmstrom, Executive Director of the Downtown Little Rock Partnership, on "the Clinton Library and Its Impact on Downtown Growth."

David Peterson has reserved an Ozark Society table but this just means that the event organizer will put a reserved sign on one table (two of more if we have the demand). However, each individual buys his or her own ticket ($50) on line by going to: WWW. Arkansas.com/governors-conference. On the left click on, Register on-line, and in the menu item "type of ticket" click on "Hall of Fame Luncheon. So let David know (drpdrp@windstream.net) if you want a ticket and when we get to 16 he can reserve another table. David said, “ It will be great to show support but disappointing to have empty reserved tables.” –DP

BRC Jan-April 2017 Calendar

2/5/17 Terrapin Branch Bushwhack

2/19/17 Smith Creek Nature Preserve

3/5/17 Pine Hollow and Glory Hole

3/13/17 Luncheon honoring Ken Smith

3/19/17 Hemmed in Hollow Rim Hike

4/2/17 Leatherwood Creek, McFerrins Point, Hideout Hollow

4/13/17 Indian Creek to Eye of the Needle
“Between every two pine trees there is a door leading to a new way of life.” ~ John Muir

See you on the River. LT
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