
 

 
   

 

Summer  “The challenge goes on. There are other lands and rivers, other wilderness areas, to save and to share with all. 
June 2024 I challenge you to step forward to protect and care for the wild places you love best.”  -  Dr. Neil Compton 

Water Quality Updates 
By Brian Thompson, OS President 

 

Proposed Rule 37 - Nutrient 

Trading 

The municipalities of NW Arkansas 

are under a lot of pressure to reduce 

nutrient output due to the 

longstanding controversy with 

Oklahoma over the effects of 

excessive nutrients on the Illinois 

River.  Every successive upgrade to 

sewer processing results in expenses 

that are orders of magnitude greater 

than previous nutrient reduction 

upgrades.  This is one reason why 

we’ve challenged the land application 

of industrial waste, as allowing those 

applications in the same watershed is 

only adding to the problem.  To 

ADEQ’s credit, they have halted 

granting those permits for the 

moment. 

     Searching for other solutions, 

ADEQ has proposed a new “rule” to 

allow something called Nutrient 

Trading.  In short, this would allow 

municipalities to increase nutrients in 

their effluent output provided they 

secure a “credit" from landowners to 

reduce non-point source nutrient run-

off.   We think this is an idea worth 

exploring as bringing more focus to 

non-point sources of nutrients is long 

overdue.   Long standing practices of 

land applying poultry litter and 

industrial waste has resulted in high 

concentrations of phosphorus in 

pastures across Arkansas.   As always, 

the difficulty is in the details.   The 

communities in the Chesapeake Bay 

area have been conducting nutrient 

trading for quite some time.   Reading 

about the Bay area, one quickly 

realizes that nutrient trading is 

complicated.  They’ve had difficulty 

in getting land owners to participate 

and success has not been easy to 

measure.   ADEQ has structured the 

language in the proposed trading rule 

very loosely to provide flexibility in 

hopes of encouraging trades.   But 

nutrient trading credits will involve 

big money.   Our concern is that the 

language is so loose and so vague, that 

credit valuations as well as success 

might be misrepresented.    We have 

provided a list of questions to ADEQ 

along with a request to visit further.  

Questions regard methodologies for 

credit valuation, reducing conflicts of 

interest, and supporting credible 

reporting.   The trade-off appears to be 

a matter of retaining flexibility 

without sacrificing accountability.   

ADEQ would like to bring the rule 

before the Ecology Commission 

sometime this summer.    

Arkansas Water Plan Review for 

2024 

     The Arkansas Natural Resources 

Commission (ANRC) is moving to 

revisit the Arkansas Water Plan which 

hasn’t been updated since 2014.   

ANRC has held public meetings 

across the state to get input.  The plan 

covers a very broad area of concerns 

including not only water resources, 

but demand and future needs.   We 

have provided some constructive 

feedback on several areas that we 

believe would support water quality.   

They include the following: 

Fully implement numeric standards 

for all Arkansas waterbodies.   

Currently, the standards for 

evaluating water quality are 

subjective.  ADEQ has done some 

work, but progress has been years in 

the making.    

• Require nutrient management 

plans statewide.  Currently, such 

plans are required for hog farms 

statewide, and also for poultry 

operations in the Nutrient Surplus 

Area of NW Arkansas.   

Otherwise, there is no limitation 

on the land application of 

nutrients.   This needs to change 

for the benefit of our waterways. 

• Review and update the Arkansas 

Phosphorus Index (API).   Where 

nutrient management plans are 

required, the API is the formula 

that determines phosphorus 

application limits.  Secretary 

Khoury has stated in a letter to the 

Oklahoma Secretary of Energy 

and Environment, that it is time to 

review the API.   We agree. 

• Review and update Best 

Management Practices (BMPs).  

BMPs when implemented by 

farmers, slows down run-off and 

phosphorus into waterways.   

However, BMPs do not account 

for ground water which is a big 

issue in the northern portion of 

Arkansas.  We’ve asked for this 

change to be considered. 
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Sassafras Hiking Award Winner Amy Nicholson 

By Brian Thompson, OS President

   
     When she’s not hiking, Amy 

Nicholson is a mechanical engineer 

in Olathe, Kansas.   She has enjoyed 

hiking ever since she was a teenager 

but she had never done any serious 

distance hiking up until she paired 

up with a friend who had completed 

the Appalachian Trail.   She and her 

friend decided to hike the Ouachita 

trail, west to east.   Her friend 

dropped out mid-way, but Amy kept 

going.  “I was hooked.”   She 

finished the Ouachita as a “thru 

hike," but not before encountering 

some pretty serious storms when 

she was thirty miles out from Little 

Rock.  These days she uses the Far 

Out app for logistics as well as an 

InReach for checking 

weather.  When shelters are not 

handy, Amy is a confirmed 

hammock camper. 

     Amy did the Ozark Highlands 

Trail in sections, some of which was 

during a very wet May.   She 

completed it to the east, but due to a 

very rainy week, she had to return 

west to complete the portion from 

the Lake Fort Smith trailhead to 

Dockery’s gap after Frog Bayou’s 

flow had lowered enough to allow 

for a safe crossing.   When I asked 

her about dangers on the trail, she 

noted that river crossings were 

pretty sketchy, particularly on the 

Highland’s trail.  "Lots of water, 

longer legs would help.”  She never 

encountered bears, but did come 

across wild hogs on both the 

Ouachita and the Highlands. 

     Amy said the Ozarks Trail was 

perhaps her favorite, even though 

“March was a little early."   Though 

cold, she noted the Ozarks Trail was 

perhaps her favorite as a result of 

encountering “frost flowers” along 

a section near the Current River. 

     Amy has a co-worker just getting 

into backpacking and they plan to 

soon return to the Ouachita for a 

week. 

Sassafras Hiking Award Winner Jason Brocar 

By Tim Mason, OS Vice President

 

    Jason Brocar resides in South 

Dakota, so completing all four 

trails in less than twelve months 

required a great deal of logistical 

planning on his part. Prior to 

settling in South Dakota, Jason 

served our country in the Marine 

Corp and later in the Army. Hence, 

Jason was dubbed with the trail 

name MAV, short for Marine 

Army Veteran. Jason found 

backpacking by coincidence while 

looking for outdoor jobs after 

retiring from the military. This led 

to his successful pursuit of thru 

hiking the Appalachian Trail, but 

he did not stop there. His 

impressive hiking resume is 

closing in on 10,000 miles, as he 

has conquered the Continental 

Divide Trail, the Pyrenees and 

GR11 in France and Spain, the 

Scottish National Trail, the Grand 

Canyon Rim to Rim, the South 

Dakota Centennial Trail, the 

Palmetto Trail, half of the Arizona 

Trail and half of the Pacific Crest 

Trail. He plans to complete the 

remaining 1,300 plus miles of the 

Pacific Crest Trail starting in July 

this summer. 

     I asked Jason about his 

equipment, as today’s long-

distance hikers have a plethora of 

quality items to choose from. He 

said he initially used military gear 

he had acquired. As he got further 

into the Appalachian Trail hike, he 

realized by watching other hikers 

that lighter was better, and soon 

began to replace his overtly heavy 

gear with a lighter pack, tent, and 

sleep system to complement what 

is known as the “Big 3,” referring 

to critical items and often the 

heaviest too.   

 

Continued on page 3. 
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Sassafras Hiking Award Winner Jason Brocar…. continued 

Of all the miles and trails Jason has 

experienced, I wondered how the 

Ozarks and Ouachita mountains 

measured up, in his esteemed 

opinion, so I asked him. He quickly 

and with confidence said, “Arkansas 

and Missouri are likely the best kept  

secrets in America but try to avoid 

the summer months due to the 

excessive heat and abundant 

insects.” As for challenges, the heat 

and humidity in May and June 

genuinely surprised him. Coming 

from the upper Midwest, this took a 

toll on him physically and he left the 

Ozark Trail, returning in April 2024 

to complete it when the temperatures 

were more pleasant. Beyond the 

stifling heat, spring rain events led to 

several challenging river and creek 

crossings along the Ozarks Highland 

Trail, and he survived a couple of 

encounters with Arkansas’ wild pigs 

along the way, not to mention 

walking up on a black bear that was 

hiking the Ouachita Trail. The bear 

encounter happened as Jason was 

enduring a long dry stretch of trail 

and he was exhausted and out of 

water. He said he followed the bear 

for some distance before realizing 

what he was doing and reasoned he 

should probably let the bear move 

along solo. Heat and wildlife 

encounters aside, Jason said the 

Ozark Highlands Trail was probably 

the most rugged of all four trails 

making up the Sassafras Award. 

Tales From the Trail: Arkansas History and the Athens-Big Fork Part 2 

By Perry Hill, Bayou Chapter Ozark Society  

CORRECTION REGARDING 

ORIGINS OF THE ABF TRAIL.      

In the first installment of this article 

last month, I stated my opinion that at 

least parts of the ABF are 400-600 

years old, based on presence of Caddo 

Indian quarries on the Trail. Since that 

time, I have corresponded with Dr. 

Laura Donaldson (Archeologist for 

the U.S. Forest Service), and it seems 

my estimate was a bit off. According 

to Dr. Donaldson, results of 

comparative studies and carbon dating 

show early Native Americans were 

using the south end of the Trail to hunt 

and gather by at least 6,000 BC. That 

means at least that part of the ABF is 

8,000 years old or more! Dr. 

Donaldson also reported there is 

evidence of short-term camps and 

longer-term settlements for centuries, 

all along and near the Trail. 

Furthermore, she believes the general 

route of the Trail has changed very 

little over time, and that some sections 

follow the ancient trail bed exactly. So 

when one is on the ABF, there are 

places where you are literally 

following in the footsteps of the 

Ancients. 

Outlaws and Local Folklore 

     Many have probably heard the 

story of Albert Pike and his buried 

gold. An interesting finding from our 

research was local stories that told of 

Jesse James and other outlaws (such 

as Belle Starr) traversing the ABF. 

The following describes what we 

were able to learn about the notorious 

Mr. James and the ABF. (There are 

numerous Jesse James stories in 

Arkansas, but this one is at least 

plausible.) 

     In 1874, a Judge (Thomas Isaac 

Mills) lived in Howard County. He 

had six sons, several of whom did not 

grow to be as fond of the law as did 

their father. Indeed, records show that 

one of the sons (Thomas J. Mills) had 

multiple arrests for larceny, assault, 

mail robbery, and other offenses. He 

was also said to have been friendly 

with Jesse James, and that James had 

visited at Mills’ home at least once. In 

February of 1874, James and his 

friends pulled their first stagecoach 

heist, robbing the coach that carried 

travelers from Malvern (who arrived 

there by railroad) to Hot Springs. 

After the robbery, James and his 

friends reportedly spent the night at 

Rock Cave on the Caddo River. At the 

time, the main road from Dallas to Hot 

Springs was called Long’s Trail, a 

mostly under-developed road named 

after explorer Stephen Long. It ran 

just north of Big Fork. Being a wanted 

man, James and his cohorts would 

likely have wanted to avoid this well-

traveled path, which was just above 

where portions of Hwy 8 now run. If 

he was indeed friendly with Thomas 

Mills, then it is no stretch of the 

imagination to believe that James 

could have ridden a little south of 

Long’s Trail (thus maintaining a low 

profile), traversed at least the southern 

leg of the ABF Trail, moving on in the 

general direction of what is now 

Albert Pike Recreational Area, and on 

to their rendezvous with the 

stagecoach. This is an intriguing and 

distinct possibility, but we found no 

definitive evidence events actually 

occurred that way. 

 
Continued on page 4. 
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Tales From the Trail: Arkansas History and the Athens-Big Fork Part 2… continued 

But What about the ABF as an old 

Post Office trail? 

     These unanticipated findings 

discussed so far are interesting, but 

David and I were keen to our original 

satisfy our original quest:  To learn 

when the Post Office used the ABF 

to deliver mail. We found records 

and photos of several Post Offices in 

Howard, Polk, and Pike Counties. 

Launa Simmons (a Langley resident 

who owns the property and 

gymnasium of the old Langley 

School on Hwy. 84) told us of her 

great-uncle, Simeon Austin, who 

carried mail on horseback in the late 

1800s. His route ran from Star of the 

West to the north (and just east of 

what is now Albert Pike Recreational 

Area), then on to Black Springs. He  

would spend the night there, then 

return home the next day. He rode 

this route three times a week. We 

found an 1883 map of rural mail 

routes in western Arkansas that 

showed the route Simeon rode, but 

no Athens- Big Fork route. We found 

a similar 1887 map but, again, no 

Athens-Big Fork route. We 

discovered that the Post Office in Big 

Fork was established in 1854, while 

the Post Office in Athens was not 

established until 1897. (That Post 

Office was originally called 

Venetian Grove; the name was 

changed to Athens in 1901.) Still, 

though, no indication of a route 

between Athens and Big Fork. 

Finally, we wrote to Jennifer Lynch, 

Historian for the U.S. Postal Service, 

requesting information about dates 

for when the Post Office delivered 

mail on the ABF Trail. Her response 

was both surprising and 

disappointing: There has never been 

an official U.S. Mail route between 

Athens and Big Fork!! 

     David and I wondered how it was 

possible that the collective local 

folklore about mail delivery on the 

ABF could be so wrong. Well, hints of 

a possible answer came to light less 

than a week after hearing from Ms. 

Lynch. We found three entries in the 

U.S. Geological Survey of 1907 

(published in 1910) that offered clues. 

The entries were made by J. R. Ellis, 

and included longitude/latitude 

references. One surveyed point is 

described in Mr. Ellis’ entry as 

“Athens, two miles northwest of; near 

the old mail trail”. On Google Maps, 

this point is on the east shoulder of 

Hwy 246, just a short distance from 

the ABF south trailhead. Two other 

entries refer to surveyed points 

located on Forest Rd. 38, which runs 

north from Shady Lake Campground. 

One of those points is at the side road 

that leads to Tall Peak. The other entry 

is a little farther north on FR 38, just 

below the Buckeye trailhead. Both of 

these positions are described as “near 

the old mail route”. In using these 

references to old mail trail and mail 

routes, is it possible that Mr. Ellis was 

inadvertently perpetuating the 

mistaken folklore about mail delivery 

on the ABF? Or do these entries 

indeed point to some type of 

unofficial (voluntary) system of mail 

delivery between the two 

communities? I’m hopeful it proves to 

be the latter, but the mystery may not 

be resolved without some type of 

genealogical record or reference. 

  
Resurrection and New Life for the 

ABF 

     My other point of inquiry was to 

discern when our Bayou Chapter 

worked on the ABF Trail. The 

answer is 1986-87. At that time, my 

cohort (David) was a Ranger in the 

Caddo-Womble District. The Forest 

Service was pushing National Forest 

Superintendents to expand 

opportunities for the general public 

to access forest lands for recreation. 

There were almost no hiking trails 

within Ouachita National Forest 

then, but David recalled hearing 

locals mention an old “mail trail”. 

So, he had his crew search for and 

flag this infrequently used trail, and 

planned for its restoration. As David 

recalls, the current Trail follows 

almost exactly the older path they 

found, with the exception of two-

three mile of new construction at the 

northern most end of the Trail. 

Restoration on the lower leg of the 

ABF (south trailhead to Blaylock 

Creek) was finished in 1987. The 

majority of the work was done by 

volunteers from the Bayou Chapter, 

with some help from student 

volunteers during summer months.        

     The Bayou Chapter has 

maintained the ABF lower leg since 

restoration was completed. (Tim 

Ernst provided supervision for 

construction of most of the Little 

Missouri Falls Trail, but David could 

not recall who provided supervision 

for the Bayou Chapter’s efforts.) For 

several years after work was 

completed, the lower section of the 

ABF was rarely used. In fact, it was 

used so little the overgrowth was bad 

enough to require maintenance twice 

yearly. It was common to hike that 

lower leg and not encounter anyone 

other than our BCOS group. But that 

changed dramatically with 

completion of the Eagle Rock Loop. 

On my last visit to the ABF, I 

encountered 17 people on my way 

from the parking area by Blaylock 

Creek to the top of Brush Heap 

Mountain!  

Continued on page 5. 
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Tales From the Trail: Arkansas History and the Athens-Big Fork Part 2… continued 

The popularity of the ABF/Eagle 

Rock Loop continues to grow, as its 

reputation as a hiking destination 

spreads throughout the mid-South 

region of the U.S. In addition, the 

annual ABF Trail Marathon (first run 

on January 2, 1999) has introduced a 

different class of ABF patrons: trail 

runners. These folks enjoy their 

outdoor adventure most when 

they’re moving fast! As we have 

seen with hiking and backpacking on 

the ABF/Eagle Rock Loop, the 

marathon is becoming a major draw 

for regional runners as a challenging 

race some say is as difficult as the 

Pike’s Peak Marathon, due to the 

cumulative elevation gains and 

rugged terrain. (And the person who 

founded the ABF Marathon is none 

other than my co-researcher, David 

Samuel!) 

    I began this journey on a quest to 

answer two simple questions. It was 

my good fortune that Life took me 

the long way around on a much more 

interesting and immensely rewarding 

ride than I had imagined. The ABF 

has been direct witness to examples 

of cultural, economic, and social 

trends/influences that helped shape 

the history of the entire west Central 

Arkansas area. It is both a literal and 

figurative passageway through time, 

and reflects how inhabitants in this 

part of the State have worked, lived, 

and played for thousands of years. 

My personal connection to the Trail 

is now so much more intimate than at 

the time of that first cold November 

introduction, and my respect for its 

beauty and quiet dignity so much 

more enriched. I’m grateful for the 

journey, the lessons learned, and new 

friends found along the way.  

Some Deeper Thoughts on What Makes an Endangered Species 

By Fred Paillet, OS Education Chair

     Recent news items about 

preservation of endangered species 

regularly raise questions about exactly 

what a species is and how it differs from 

other similar less-threatened relatives.  

For example, the eastern red wolf is 

only maintained under controlled 

breeding with a very limited wild 

colony or two – maintained by testing 

all pups and destroying those with 

traces of coyote genes.  Now, the New 

York Times had a piece on the large-

scale destruction of a barred owl 

population in the northwest to save 

another species.  We all remember the 

great hullabaloo about saving the 

spotted owl by preserving the last 

fragments of that owl’s habitat in old-

growth redwood forests.  Now, human 

habitat manipulation has created a 

corridor of woodland across the great 

plains to allow the eastern barred owl to 

expand its range into Washington and 

Oregon.         

     We remember from biology 101 that 

two similar species are distinct when 

they are unable to produce fertile 

offspring after mating. That can happen 

through genetic incompatibility, or just 

because they live on separate 

continents.  Spotted and barred owls 

look a bit different (spots versus bars), 

but only range separation kept them 

from interbreeding.  

      

    As barred owls have spread across 

the grassland barrier, their much larger 

population is expected to swamp the 

spotted owl genome.  The last resort is 

to manually cull the barred owls from 

the area of potential contact.  I had 

wondered how the wildlife staff 

required to go out and kill red wolf 

puppies that tested as genetically 

impure could face their children at night 

when questioned about what they did at 

work that day.  Now we have the specter 

of ornithologists massacring an owl we 

have learned to love here in the Ozarks.  

Imagine what those Pacific northwest 

loggers will have to say about that.  

     This brings us back to the basic 

question of what exactly a species is and 

how did we get to our current definition.  

If you investigate the history of 

taxonomy to figure that out, you run 

into a complex web of events that 

involve religious controversies about 

the accuracy of Genesis, the existence 

of evolution as a natural force, the 

apportionment of credit to the pioneers 

of taxonomy, and the political 

correctness of nomenclature.   

Continued on page 6. 
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Some Deeper Thoughts on What Makes an Endangered Species…continued 

Fortunately, you don’t have to descend 

into that complicated historical jungle 

on your own.  Jason Roberts has just 

now (April 2024) published an 

eminently readable account of the 

complicated twists and turns along the 

path on which we came to describe the 

species that inhabit our earth: Every 

Living Thing – The Great and Deadly 

Race to Know All Life.   As a working 

scientist, I remember worshipping at 

the carefully groomed botanical shrine 

once maintained by the great Carl 

Linnaeus while attending a conference 

at the University of Upsala in Sweden.  

Roberts shows that a whole lot more of 

the scientific community was involved 

in the development of Linnean 

taxonomy that we learn in biology 

class than just a precocious Swede 

proposing an effective way of ordering 

all life on earth.   

     Carl Linnaeas became a prominent 

Swedish medical professor in the 

1740’s when medicinal plants were a 

major part of existing treatments.  

Earlier naming systems for botanical 

components of the medicine cabinet 

had seemed too cumbersome, so he 

designed a rational system based on the 

sexual character of flowers such as the 

number of stamens or petals.  Some 

thought that even referring to sex was 

scandalously licentious.  This approach 

worked as it turns out that reproductive 

features are one of the dominant aspects 

that identify most plants.  But a 

published version of the scheme 

extended to animals and minerals.  

Many experts found this just too simple 

to be effective.  Chief among these was 

Georges de Buffon, director of Louis 

XIV’s royal garden in Paris.  He was 

publishing his own encyclopedia of all 

life on earth, finding the Linnaean 

system totally inadequate because only 

a carefully distilled set of 

characteristics could be used to classify, 

for example, the mammalian world.  

Behind this controversy were the 

conflicting beliefs about creation: were 

there a limited number of creatures such 

as could fit on the Ark, or was there a 

much greater number in existence that 

had been further proliferated by 

evolution?  Could the discovery of a 

few fossilized creatures that had 

possibly gone extinct be just the 

remains of those that didn’t make it onto 

the Ark?  In subsequent years, scientists 

continued to work the taxonomy field 

from both ends.  Some mentored by 

Buffon worked to streamline the list of 

defining features, while disciples of 

Linnaeas expanded and revised the 

original twenty-six (conveniently 

consistent with alphabetical 

representation) to improve accuracy.  

Most importantly, they settled on the 

genus and species nomenclature we use 

today, and Buffon’s successors 

followed suit.  

     By the time of Buffon’s death in 

1787, his approach seemed to be 

winning out as more creatures such as 

the kangaroo and platypus were 

discovered by expanding exploration.  

Then the French Revolution turned the 

world upside down.  Buffon’s grave 

was desecrated, and the Jacobin crowd 

decided the “simplified” Linnaean 

system was the epitome of rational 

science on a par with the new decimal 

calendar system.  Citizen Carl had his 

image enshrined in the Pantheon, while 

ignoring his conspicuous wealth and 

ennobled position in his home country.  

After Waterloo, a wealthy British 

merchant purchased the entire Linnaean 

set of papers and specimens from his 

impoverished widow, where they were 

enshrined in the British Museum.  

Carl’s body was even named the official 

type specimen for Homo sapiens in the 

Linnaean system.  Membership in 

Linnaean societies such as those in 

Paris and London proliferated.  

Buffon’s emphasis on using words from 

native languages such as Baobab for an 

iconic African tree were sometimes still 

honored, and the Linnaean precept that 

nomenclature be based on the first 

published reference became the rule.   

According to Roberts, the original five-

level hierarchy of classification from 

kingdom down to species has been 

elaborated to 21 levels.  Linnaeas gets 

the credit, but the taxonomy we know 

today was a complicated process of 

technical distillation with several 

seemingly arbitrary steps involved. 

     All of this suggests that when we 

consider protecting endangered species 

we should be just as concerned with the 

species part of the designation as the 

technical aspects of endangerment.  A 

big factor here is the Anthropocene.  

The environmental/ecological 

background against which we evaluate 

the level of endangerment needs to be 

considered.  We have seen the 

appearance of the wolf-coyote hybrid as 

a consequence of reducing the vast 

forests of the Appalachians to a mosaic 

of fields, pasture, secondary growth 

woodlot, suburban development and 

expressway medians.  Studies show that 

these environments are ideally suited 

for the omnivorous ways of the coyote 

instead of the strictly carnivorous wolf.  

Ecologists now refer to the theory of 

punctuated equilibria in evolution, 

where species hold constant until a 

sudden change in environment forces 

drastic re-ordering of alleles.  Perhaps 

as punctuation perpetrators, we should 

revise how we think about species in 

our efforts to preserve the natural world.  
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Youth Grant Announcement 

By Roslyn Imrie and Lowell Collins 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ozark Society Youth Grant 

program has been empowering 

young people to take environmental 

action into their own hands for four 

years. The committee recently 

approved eight projects with 459 

participants for a total of $8,409 

ranging from $430 - $1,750.  

     Approved projects include four 

related to native gardens, butterfly 

habitat, and riparian restoration from Ft 

Smith Southside High School, Ozark 

Riverways Foundation, West Fork 

Public Library, and James River Basin 

Partnership. Springdale Tyson Middle 

School was awarded funds to produce 

environmental films to share with their  

   
 

  

peers. The Heritage High School 

project focused on composting the 

schools’ food waste while the Eco-

Fashion Club at Fayetteville High 

School was awarded funds for their 

textile recycling project. Learning 

more about bats and creating bat 

houses is the goal for Malvern 

Schools. 

 Region Participants  Funded Proposal Focus 

Ft Smith Southside High School Central AR 56  $500.00 native garden 

Ozark Riverways Foundation Missouri 75  $750.00 native trees 

James River Basin Partnership Missouri 40  $1,332.00 riparian restoration 

Rogers Heritage High School NWA 50  $430.00 compost project 

Springdale Tyson Middle School NWA 60  $1,750.00 environmental films 

Fayetteville High School NWA 60  $647.00 textile diversion 

West Fork Public Library NWA 18  $1,500.00 native garden 

Malvern School District Central AR 100  $1,500.00 bat habitat 

 

The Youth Grants program was 

created to inspire the next generation 

to take part in protecting the Ozarks 

and nearby natural areas. Since its 

inception in 2020, thirty-three 

proposals totaling $50,782 have 

created opportunities for 7,500 

children from kindergarten to 12th 

grade. Engaging youth in hands-on 

conservation and environmental 

stewardship is a key component of 

the Ozark Society’s mission. 

     The next youth grant application 

period for 2024-25, will open 

November 3, 2024 and close 

February 1, 2025.   The OS Youth 

Grant Program has achieved 

recognition in the environmental 

education community over the past 5 

years. In order to sustain funding for 

the successful program, a funding 

and marketing committee has been 

established from which we will be 

reaching out to members for support. 

Donations to the OS Youth Grant 

Program can be made at 

https://www.ozarksociety.net/donati

ons/ 

 

The Youth Grant Committee: 

Roslyn Imrie, OS Grant Committee Chair.   osfoundationgrants@gmail.com              

Lowell Collins, OS Grant Committee Co-Chair, ossugarcreek@gmail.com 

Perry Hill, Bayou Chapter; Don House, Highlands Chapter; Sue Hubbard, Sugar Creek Chapter; Sabine Schmidt, 

Highlands Chapter; Sophia Stephenson, AEEA; Laura Timby, Buffalo River Chapter        
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Our Spring Meeting at the Schoolcraft Chapter in Pictures  

By all our wonderful photographers! 

Thank you to the Springfield Schoolcraft Chapter for hosting a great get-together May 18-19th.  We have a 

symposium on Climate Change actions with Doug Tallamy, a board meeting, native plant sale, a potluck, 

music and dancing, a historical reenactment of Henry Schoolcraft, and a cave tour!  

The Rockspan Barn Dance: 

                 
 

The Tumbling Creek Cave Tour: 

                       
 

Bob Kipfer as Henry Schoolcraft:       The Rockspan Potluck:
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Ozark Society Membership Application/Renewal 

Join us, or renew now! Dues are for one year, January-December, and they include a subscription 

to the Society’s newsletter, Pack & Paddle.  To join or renew, go online to the Ozark Society website at  

www.ozarksociety.net.  Or you can fill out this form and send it with a check written to “The Ozark Society.”    

See below for our mailing address. 

Name(s) ______________________________________________    Date:  _____________________                                                                                                                                              

Address: __________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                             

City, State, and ZIP: _________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                  

Phone:  _______________________________________________                                                       

Email 1: __________________________________ Old Email (if changed) ______________________                                               

Email 2: __________________________________ Old Email (if changed) ______________________                                              

 

Please check one:  

 New Member   Start at Section A for your OS and Chapter Membership   

 Renewal   Start at Section A to renew your OS and Chapter Membership  

 LIFE Member  Start at Section B to renew just your Chapter Membership  

 

Section A:  Please specify both the Level of Membership and the Chapter you are joining: 

  Level: (choose one)      Chapter: (choose one)

 Friend:  $30       = $20 OS +$10 Chapter 

 Associate:  $50       = $40 OS +$10 Chapter 

 Supporter:  $100     = $90 OS +$10 Chapter 

 Sponsor:  $250     = $240 OS +$10 Chapter 

 Patron:  $500     = $490 OS +$10 Chapter 

 Benefactor:  $1000+ = $990+ OS +$10 Chapter 

 

   

     Bayou (Shreveport, LA) 

    Buffalo River (North Central, AR) 

    Highlands (Fayetteville, AR) 

 Pulaski (Central, AR) 

    Schoolcraft (Springfield, MO) 

    Sugar Creek (Bentonville, AR) 

     No chapter, all to central Ozark Society

Section B:   For Members who wish to join more 

than one Chapter or Life Members renewing their 

Chapter Membership only  

(Choose as many as you wish and add $10 for each 

chapter) 

    $10   Bayou (Shreveport, LA) 

  $10   Buffalo River (North Central, AR) 

  $10   Highlands (Fayetteville, AR) 

 $10   Pulaski (Central, AR) 

 $10   Schoolcraft (Springfield, MO) 

  $10 Sugar Creek (Bentonville, AR) 

     

My Total is: $______________ 

Please remit to: The Ozark Society, PO Box 2914, Little Rock, AR 72203 

You will receive an email Thank You from the Ozark Society.  Please contact oscomms@ozarksociety.net for 

questions.     

Section C:   Donations to our Funds 

(Choose any amount) 

 

 $_______   The Conservation Fund 

 $_______   The Endowment Fund 

 $_______   The Legal Fund 

 $ _______  The Youth Grant Fund 

 $_______   The Compton Scholarship Fund 

 $ _______  The Hedges Scholarship Fund  
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Ozark Society   

P.O. Box 2914  

Little Rock, AR 72203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Officer, Director, and Chair List  

 

SOCIETY OFFICERS:  President: Brian Thompson, ospres1@ozarksociety.net; Vice President:  Tim Mason, osvp@ozarksociety.net;  Financial Chair: Kay Ewart, 

ozarksocietyewart@gmail.com; Recording Secretary:  Sandy Roerig, sandra.roerig@lsuhs.edu; Past President:  David Peterson, ospastpres@ozarksociety.net; Co-

Conservation Chair:  Alice Andrews, alice209ok@yahoo.com; Co-Conservation Chair Tom McClure caddo716@hotmail.com,  Education Chair:  Fred Paillet,  

education@ozarksociety.net;  Community Engagement Chair: Lowell Collins ossugarcreek@gmail.com, Communications Chair: Carolyn Shearman, 

oscomms@ozarksociety.net. 

STATE DIRECTORS:   

ARKANSAS: Mary Schlatterer, schlatterer@yahoo.com; Laura Timby, laurab2053@gmail.com;  

MISSOURI:  Jennifer Ailor, jailor65721@yahoo.com  

LOUISIANA: Perry Hill, kramerhill@suddenlink.net, Karen Pitts, tuffenufchuck@aol.com    

CHAPTER CHAIRS: Bayou Chapter: Grace Eyler bayouchair@ozarksociety.net: Pulaski Chapter: Marybeth McDonald pulaskichair1@ozarksociety.net; Highlands 

Chapter: Tom Perry, highlandspres@ozarksociety.net; Buffalo River Chapter: Kris McMillen, buffaloriver@ozarksociety.net ; Schoolcraft Chapter: Curtis Millsap, 

schoolcraftchair@ozarksociety.net ; Sugar Creek Chapter: Lowell Collins, ossugarcreek@gmail.com. 

BUFFALO RIVER TRAIL COORDINATOR: Michael Reed, mereed@runbox.com  

OZARK SOCIETY STORE: Brittany Plouch, outreach@ozarksociety.net. 

OZARK SOCIETY ARCHIVES: Stewart Noland, stewartnoland51@aol.com  

OZARK SOCIETY DEPOSITORY: Special Collections Division, University of Arkansas Libraries, Fayetteville, AR 72701, (479) 575-5577. 

MEMBERSHIP:  Dues for membership in the Ozark Society include the overall Society and one Chapter of your choice.  The levels are Friend $30; Associate $50;  

Supporter $100; Sponsor: $250; Patron $500; and Benefactor $1000+.  You can join more than one Chapter however, by just adding an additional $10 for each extra one.  Please renew online at 

www.ozarksociety.net/membership or mail your check including our Membership Form to: Ozark Society, P.O. Box 2914, Little Rock, AR 72203. 

 

 

 

Please Note: If you would like 

to receive Pack & Paddle by 

email, not through US Mail, 

please contact Carolyn 

Shearman at 

oscomms@ozarksociety.net. 
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