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I challenge you to step forward to protect and care for the wild places you love best.”

“The challenge goes on. There are other lands and rivers, other wilderness areas, to save and to share with all

- Dr. Neil Compton

Ozark Society Hikers in Iceland

By Steve Heye, OS Pulaski Chapter Outings Chair

Around the world, there are trails
that are so profound that they are part of
any walker's bucket list. One of those
trails is Iceland's Laugavegur, known as
“the hot spring route” in Icelandic, from
Landmannalaugar to Thorsmork. In
August, nine members of the Ozark
Society hiked the trail and experienced
the wild volcanic area that is the
Laugavegur.

Day One: The nine members
started gathering over a few days in the
capital, Reykjavik. On Friday, August
16%, we all met up at the BSI bus station
with 7 other hikers and our guide at
6:30am. The members of this hike
would be led by Steph Matti, a guide
from the Icelandic Mountain Guides,
sponsor of the trip. The Ozark members
on the trip were Stewart Noland, Marcel
Jones, Roger Keesee, Martha Morris,
Ray Hanley, Danna Blubaugh, Linda
Van Blaricom, Steve Heye, and OS
President, Brian Thompson. The group
total was 16. Of the other seven
trekkers, six were from the U.S., but one
member, Helga, came from Munich,
Germany. Lisa and Liz came from New
Mexico and Baton Rouge. Wayne and
Annette were a couple from Michigan.
Leon called Denver his home and Chris
was from outside St. Louis. We were
also graced with Steph the guide's mom
on most of the hike. Her mom came to
Iceland from Australia to visit and
enjoy the hike with her daughter.
“Mom” would join us at our first stop,
Landmannalaugar or “the people's
pools.”

It was a 4-hour ride from the bus
station in Reykjavik to
Landmannalaugar and the last two

hours were on gravel roads and in
stream beds. A bit past 1lam, we
arrived at the lodge at
Landmannalaugar. We gathered our
gear and then made our lunch at a
nearby picnic table.

Our meals were part of the deal we
contracted on this hike with the
Icelandic Mountain Guides. The other
great feature was that most of our gear
would be forwarded by IMG to the next
lodge each day. It was a great relief not
having to haul a full backpack. We
would be carrying just our rain gear,
water, lunch, and water shoes in day
packs for the trip.

We were told to be ready to go by
12:30pm for the hike to our next hut,
Hrafntinnusker. This would give some
of us just enough time to take a dip in
the hot spring just yards away. Stewart,
Steve, and Wayne took advantage of the
opportunity and spent about 40 minutes
enjoying a soak before the 7 %2 mile trek
up the hill to our home for the night. At
12:30pm we gathered up and headed
south  for  Hrafntinnusker,  the
“mountain that is made of obsidian.”

The weather in Iceland before the
trip, on Wednesday and Thursday, had
been cool and rainy. We got a break on
our first day, Friday. We had mostly sun
as we started out, but about an hour or
so on the trail, the clouds made a return
and we had to don our rain gear. The
rain would tease us the rest of the way
by spitting for 20 minutes and then quit
with the sun going in and out. It became
a case of start and stop as gear came on
and off. Going uphill added to the
discomfort when the rain gear was on.
However, the stunning terrain made all
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the distractions go away. Steam, hot
water, the colors, snow, and ice. It was
all breath-taking.

We crossed a few ridges and plateaus,
gaining about 1500 feet until we came
to a snow field to cross before the pass
ahead and the lodge just on the other
side. Leaving the snow field and
arriving at the pass, you could see the
lodge sitting about ¥ mile away in the
dappled sun. It was about 5 hours since
we left Landmannalaugar, so dinner and
a bed were sounding good to everyone
in the group.

It was the end of an interesting day.
We had seen colorful volcanic terrain,
had all kinds of weather and watched
steaming vents along the way. It was
unlike anything most of us had hiked
before. We fixed dinner and tried to
cool off as the lodge was well heated,
too well. It would also be our first night
with 23 other hikers in the bunks around
us and the accompanying noises that
come with sleeping in a group.

Day Two — Hrafntinnusker to Alftavatn
(Saturday)

Each day would begin with us
waking up to Kitchen activity as we
made our group breakfast and the lunch
for that day.

Continued on page 2



OS Hikers in Iceland...continued

Most days we also had two or three
“outside” folk who filled the empty
bunks in the lodge. This would result in
some close sleeping arrangements. The
first night had been hot for those on the
top bunks. Getting used to folks
snoring, getting up to visit the
bathroom, and adjusting to time zone
changes had us all a bit edgy. By
9:30am the extra gear was in the IMG
trailer and we were stretching to get
hiking for the day. Our goal for day two
was 7.5 miles away at a place called
Alftavatn, “Lake of the Whooping
Swans”.

We were starting this Saturday at an
elevation of 3600 feet and we would
drop 1800 feet in a very short distance
in the middle of the hike. Before the
drop, we would cross areas volcanic in
nature: hot spots, steam, gases and a
chance for flash floods from fast
melting snow. Because Ray had some
pace problems the day before, Steph
decided to have him ride with the gear
to Alftavatn. Ray generally walked at
his own pace and though he finished
yesterdays’ hike, she thought the severe
drop and areas of volcanic activity
today may be a safety concern, as the
pace would need to be faster than Ray
could maintain for her peace of mind.
So, Ray got a first-hand view on how
our cabin bags get to the next hut by
joining the shuttle driver in his high
wheeled truck.

The rest of us took off for Alftavatn
on the Laugavegur. We did a couple of
miles going across the plateau below
Hrafntinnusker. After almost two hours,
we reached the tip-off for the big
elevation drop.

From here you could see the lake
next to the Alftavatn lodge at an
elevation of 1800 feet. It was still
several hours away and a very sharp

drop with short switchbacks. The
decent was our first task at hand. On the
way down, Brian and Steve were
discussing how it reminded them of the
97-switchback piece of the Mt. Whitney
Trail. Unlike Whitney, the Laugavegur
Trail had little switchbacks and it was
hard to maintain footing.
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After about an hour, we finally
reached the valley floor and had lunch.
Ahead of us was our first water
crossing. When we reached the water-
crossing we had a short class on how we
would use a cable for stability and how
to use hiking poles. Two guys with
bikes showed us how to use the cable
and still be able to carry a mountain
bike. We all changed to water shoes and
we had no problems. We still had a
couple of hours to walk to the lodge, but
by 4pm we were all at our home for
night two. The crew in charge of dinner
started getting stuff ready while the rest
got beds in order, took a shower, or
grabbed a beer at the small store. Ray
was there as well and told the story of
how he got to Alftavatn with the gear.

Dishes were put up and folks
swapped stories for the next few hours,
while new strangers floated in to fill the
empty bunk spots. As Steve went to
bed, he noticed that a few others were
following his lead of sleeping in noise
canceling headphones. The earplugs
were barely useful the night before.
Turned out that the headphones made it
quiet enough to get a good rest. We
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would need lots of rest for the nearly
11-mile hike the next day to Emstrur,
“the high pasture”.

Day Three - Alftavatn to Emstrur
(Sunday)

Weather was still good as we got
everything ready for the nearly 11-mile
hike to Emstrur. Clear skies and no real
threat of rain had made day two a great
hiking day and it was to hold through
the third day as well. After eating
breakfast, making lunch, and loading
the trailer, we headed out for our first
objective which was another trail hut
about 4 miles away called Hvanngil or
the Golden Valley. To get there we had
to do some up and down hiking over
small canyons carved by glacial run off.
They all had bridge crossings or were
easy to step over, except for one. It was
wide and flat and our water shoes made
an early appearance. We were quick to
cross as the water was nothing but
glacial run off.

Ray was back with us today and
seemed to be doing much better as far
as pace. We reached Hvanngil in a
couple hours and had a snack. We also
used the flush toilets since they were
there. On the trail, you take advantage
of every luxury you are presented.

Beyond Hvanngil lay a large
volcanic desert, made up of black ash
and cinders. The terrain was slightly
downhill and flat, and we could make
good pace for the next couple of miles.
Someone said the small pieces of black
cinders looked like crushed Oreos. We
all agreed; miles of crushed Oreos
ahead.

For the rest of the story see:
www.ozarksociety/lceland/

For more pictures see:
https://flic.kr/s/aHBgjBEJWN



http://www.ozarksociety/Iceland/
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBEJwN

In Memoriam: Don Hamilton

By French Hill, US Representative and OS LIFE Member

and

lives
friendships, like wonderful meals
or memorable trips are to be
savored, shared with others and
talked about often. Reflecting
over my six-decade friendship

Long long

with Don brings  daily
intersections with my deep
affection for Don and all the ways
that he directly influenced my
life.

Don spent his adult life deeply
committed to the teaching,
preservation and collecting of
American and Arkansas history.
We collected together and both
served as volunteers at the
Historic  Arkansas  Museum,
formerly the Arkansas Territorial
Restoration. He was an amazing
conservationist and
environmental steward. He
devoted much of life to the cause
of conservation professionally as
a partner in private legal practice
and as general counsel of the
Little Rock Wastewater Utility.
He was an active member of the
Ozark Society and regular

participant in the Society’s
outings, even the ones where Bill
Steward wandered off the trail.
Don served the National Wildlife
Federation as a national board
member.

Don was a tremendous
influence on my life. He always
had a new place to explore and,
as a boy, | was always proud to
tag along. | treasured the often
wet, frequently cold, mostly
uncomfortable  float  trips
initiated by my dad, Jay Hill, or
Don on the Big Piney, the Illinois
Bayou, the Mulberry, the Cadron
Creek or the Buffalo. The float
trips always produced
memorable stories, broken limbs
and gravel bar fires to warm up.
One of my most memorable
canoe trips was in fact one of the
most peaceful. After Martha and
I returned to Little Rock in
1993, Don invited me to do
something | had always wanted
to do which was to float the
Buffalo from Rush down to the
White River. Just the two of us.
It was a perfect summer night
sleeping out on the gravel bar
under the summer sky.

It was Don that took me up to
Flatside Pinnacle on a cold
February day in 1983 to look at
the proposed Flatside Wilderness
Area spread out to the west. It's
amazing that some 40 years later
I am fully engaged with the
expansion and protection of
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Flatside -- and that it was the
subject of our last time together,
a wonderful lunch with Tom
McClure and Kirk Wasson on
July 13th.

Following the success of the
Arkansas Wilderness Act of
1984, Don continued that early
work in furthering the protection
of our natural areas and wildlife
habitat. Arkansas is a better
place because of Don Hamilton.
One hundred years from today
some kid will be following their
parents scrambling down the
steep ravines above Hamilton
Falls in search of the famed Twin
Falls of the Devil’s Fork or
Richland Falls. They will have
that experience deep in the
wilderness due to Don’s
advocacy and passion.

One of Don's most amusing
wilderness role models was the
eccentric and iconic Edward
Abbey. Abbey offers advice to
all of Don's beloved decades of
friends across the country: For
his funeral, Abbey stated "No
formal speeches desired, though
the deceased will not interfere if
someone feels the urge. But keep
it all simple and brief." He
requested “gunfire and bagpipe
music, a cheerful and raucous
wake... and a flood of beer and
booze! Lots of singing, dancing,
talking, hollering, laughing and
lovemaking.” What a tribute!

Rest in Peace — DF!



Ozark Society Youth Grants

By Lowell Collins, Youth Grants Co-Coordinator
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B

Youth Engagement
Grants — Applications
Open Until January 31st

The Ozark Society is now
accepting  applications  for
our Youth Engagement
Grants. These grants support
nonprofit  organizations and
schools conducting conservation
or environmental projects for
youth in areas where the Ozark
Society is active. Projects should
provide hands-on opportunities
for students to learn and engage
with nature.

o Grant Range: $500-
$3,000, based on project
scope

o Application Deadline:
January 31, 2025

« Notification & Fund
Distribution: April 2025

Since 2020, the Youth
Grants Program has supported
33 projects, including
community clean-ups, watershed
conservation, and environmental
education initiatives. For
application forms and details,
visit www.ozarksociety.net and
navigate to "Awards, Grants,
Scholarships."

The Ozark Society Endowment Fund
By Brian Thompson, Ozark Society President

I don’t know about you, but

I’'m pretty careful with my
charitable contributions.
Sometimes | really like the

organization, but I’'m not sure I
trust their board. Are they
spending in a responsible way?

That is one reason why 1 like
The Ozark Society Endowment,
managed by The Arkansas
Community Foundation. The
money | contribute, adds to
principal that is not accessible to
the board, but instead throws off
efficient annual income in
perpetuity. For a non-profit like
The Ozark Society, it is truly the
gift that keeps on giving.

In addition, not only can |
make a cash contribution, | can

give them those decades old
shares of Wal-Mart that I’'m
hesitant to sell due to the
horrendous capital gains,
allowing the full value to support
The Ozark Society’s mission,
while providing me with a
sizeable tax deduction. You can
do this with real estate as well.
And don’t forget you can donate
from required minimum
distributions allowing you to
avoid those taxes. Finally, if you
are interested in a gift to the Ozark
Society from your estate, the good
folks at The Arkansas Community
Foundation can advise you on
legacy giving.

So, consider that “gift that
keeps on giving” as a way to
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support The Ozark Society into
the next millennia. You can make
a cash donation HERE. Or, for
questions on the other options
mentioned, you can call Ashley
Coldiron at The Arkansas
Community Foundation: 501

372-1116 Ask about The Ozark
Society Endowment.



http://www.ozarksociety.net/
https://www.arcf.org/give-online/?fund=Ozark+Society+Endowment

A Frozen Adventure on the Jack’s Fork River
By Curtis Millsap, OS Schoolcraft Chapter Chair

There’s something about cold
weather that stirs up a deep-down
urge in my family to head to the
river. Maybe it’s the promise of
seeing icicles hanging from the
bluffs, snow clinging to the trees, or
the way the water turns that special
shade of cerulean blue. Whatever it
is, February 21, 2021, had eight of
us answering the call. The weather
had been in the single digits at
night, and below freezing for days,
and there was a predicted high of 35
degrees with sunshine. With my
dad, six of my kids, and me in tow,
we loaded up our boats and headed
for the Jacks Fork, launching at
Blue Spring, setting our sights on
Rhymer.

The river greeted us with perfect
conditions for a winter paddle—not
too high, not too low. The water
was just right for floating smoothly
through the riffles and shoals, with
no dragging to fuss about but still
calm enough to feel safe. The ice on
the water extended 10-20 feet into
the larger pools, but only a foot or
so into the moving water. The
bluffs rose tall and snowy, dripping
with glittering icicles that seemed
to catch every ray of the brilliant
winter sun. We stopped to poke
around in some shallow caves,
where rare magic waited. Tiny
candlestick-shaped stalagmites
dotted the floors like frosty little
soldiers, their icy blue color
glowing in the dim light. We made

a short foray into Jam-Up Cave,
where icicles dangled from the
ceiling right alongside the
stalactites—an unusual and
beautiful sight we won’t soon
forget. Midday, we pulled off to
warm up and refuel. A sunny ledge
in front of a south-facing bluff
made the perfect lunch spot. The
bluff acted like a reflector oven,
bouncing the sun’s rays back at us
and giving the illusion of a little
warmth on a chilly day. We sat
there, soaking it all in—the
sunshine, the snow, and the quiet
beauty of the river. Of course, the
teens added their own flair to the
day. They had a grand time running
their boats up onto the ice floes
along the riverbanks, laughing as
the ice crunched and slid under the
hulls. It’s not a proper adventure
without a little fun and some
mischief, and they didn’t
disappoint.
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Winter paddling always requires
a little extra caution, and we were
well-prepared. Everyone carried an
extra set of clothes, just in case, and
we were ready to build a fire if we
needed to. Thankfully, the day
stayed kind to us—mno spills, no
chills, just a good time had by all.
The biggest challenge came during
the shuttle. Navigating that single-
lane road covered with six inches of
snow was a little nerve-wracking.

The hills are steep, and
creeping along is not an option if
you want to make it to the top of the
hill at Rhymer; but we kept it in the
center, and made it back without a
hitch. All in all, it was the kind of
day that sticks with you. From the
icy caves to the sunlit bluffs, from
the cerulean blue waters to the
laughter of my kids, it was a true
winter wonderland, with three
generations of family soaking it up.
If you’ve never tried paddling in
the colder months, I’d highly
recommend it. Bundle up, pack
smart, and get out there—the
Ozarks in winter are like nothing
else.

Follow this link for more photos
of the adventure.

https://photos.app.qoo.gl/wzRfAr
25R6GcJu479



https://photos.app.goo.gl/wzRfAr25R6GcJu479
https://photos.app.goo.gl/wzRfAr25R6GcJu479

Potomac Climate Miracle

By Fred Paillet, OS Education Chair

I know what you are thinking — the
miracle of our congress suddenly seeing
the light and acting with a
comprehensive program to address
climate change in a realistic way.
Unfortunately, this is about a somewhat
different kind of miracle. One based on
the geology of the river and not on the
public spirit of politicians who
regularly gather on its shores. This
miracle addresses the lack of North
American data to calibrate the function
of our long-term climate in a way to let
us prepare for what global warming is
likely to bring. In my US Geological
Survey career, | worked alongside
researchers methodically using the
quantified growing-season tolerances
of forest trees to produce accurate
values for climatic data constructed
from fossil pollen. The need for such
data is obvious. For example,
regulators based the legal partition of
water from the Colorado River on some
70 years of recorded discharge. That
sounds like a good sample until you
realize that rainfall patterns run in
decade-long cycles. So, this was a
sample of only seven data points. Now,
with more decades of discharge
measurement and backward
extrapolation of flows from tree ring
data we know that long-term Colorado
River outflow was severely over-
estimated at that time. The long-term
climate extrapolation with pollen cores
suffers from a similar lack of data for
our region extending back beyond
20,000 years. The basic climate cycle
to which earth climate responds has
about a 20,000-year frequency so that
climate models are left with less than a
single cycle with which to calibrate

climate parameters. And the last half of
that data set from before 10,000 years
ago is very limited.

The miracle we are talking about
here is the discovery of over 100,000
years of pollen data from a site adjacent
to George Washington’s home at Mt
Vernon. For yet unexplained reasons, a
kind of shallow slough adjacent to the
Potomac has been slowly subsiding at a
rate that allowed it to collect the local
pollen rain for that length of time.
Gardeners know that this location lies in
the same plant zone 6 to 7 transition for
our area that we see on the back pages
of most seed catalogs. The site falls
under the same general classification of
deciduous oak-hickory forest biome
that we have here in northwest
Arkansas. For those of us interested in
forests of the past this is a chance to see
the changing forest biome over an
incredibly long slice of time -
extending far back before humans ever
stepped onto the landscape. The show
starts at the very end of the previous
glacial episode some 130,000 years
before present, into the climate
optimum known as the previous
interglacial, and through the ratcheting
build-up of the very last continental
glaciers of the Wisconsin period.
Capturing the nature of that ratcheting
is important since it tells us exactly how
the global reflection from a building
polar ice sheet provides the feedback
mechanism that climate deniers often
disparage as so much hoopla. The
multiple cycles of climate response to
the well-documented orbital forcing of
solar insolation provide a critical
opportunity for calibrating models that
will be used to predict the response of
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climate to a kind of forcing it has not
experienced in eons, and even back then
under a widely differing distribution of
continental solar receptors.

The pollen data show the abrupt end
of a former glacial climate (130,000
years ago) leading into an oak-hickory
biome much like that of today, but
without any human influence atall. The
first cool cycle was a strictly polar
affair. Only in the second cooling phase
did the record show a biome like we
would see today in the Adirondacks —
northern hardwoods, hemlock, red
spruce, and basswood. Then another
oak-hickory phase, followed at 70,000
years by a cold, dry, and fire-prone
ecosystem. That environment lasted
with minor oscillations right up to the
end of the datable sequence at about
20,000 years ago. All of this is an
interesting chronicle of the past. The
big surprise, however, is in the DO
(Dansgaard-Oeschger) cycles
expressed along the way. These are
abrupt warmings seen in the Greenland
ice core records — changes with an
apparent onset over less than a century.
Here seemed to be evidence that climate
can tip abruptly over a threshold.
Arguments could be made that polar
regions are especially sensitive to small
changes, so this could just be a polar
effect irrelevant to temperate latitudes.
When | first looked at the Potomac
pollen story, | thought there was a
misprint — two sequentially numbered
figures displayed diagrams with the
exactly the same data. Then I realized
that one showed the relative oak pollen
percentage (indicating warmth),

Continued on page 7.



Potomac Climate Miracle...continued

while the other reprised the published
DO oscillations in oxygen isotope data
for the ice core. The similarity was that
obvious, while demonstrating that
abrupt DO shifts in climate were present
in this temperate zone data — changes
that could have occurred within a human
generation or two.

Of course, | would have to check out
the drill site myself when the
opportunity arose. That was during an
autumn 2013 visit to a Fairfax County
Park located just off 1-95 in Alexandria,
Virginia. Attendants at the visitor’s
center barely remembered something
about a drill rig once located along the
far edge of the park’s central marsh. I
followed a trail through old secondary
woods of mostly sweetgum and over-
mature pine, across a boardwalk, and
into delightful old-growth oak and
hickory.  From my vantage on the
boardwalk alongside logs covered with
basking turtles and a single stoic heron,
| looked across the marsh towards the
drill site at the edge of distant woods.

Standing at this exact spot at earlier
times | could have seen: mature oak-
hickory forest with mastodon tracks in
the pond-side mud; the autumn colors of
northern hardwoods interspersed with
evergreen hemlock along the water’s
edge while an extinct moose-elk fed on
water plants; or wooly camels browsing
on subarctic vegetation in a forest-
tundra mosaic. The pollen evidence in
the core makes it a little easier to believe
that small oscillations in the earth’s
orbit can produce such momentous
changes in the landscape. That also
reminds us that species have evolved to
withstand such changes, but only when
changes are gradual. We need to
remember that the nature of the solar
radiation forcing function created by
human-induced changes in  our
atmospheric greenhouse will be applied
in a very different way and at a very
different rate from the past orbital
oscillations — with potential changes
that our ecosystem has never confronted

before. Most important here is the
demonstration that the “feedback
amplification” and “tipping point”

arguments famously cited by Al Gore
and derided by climate deniers are
actually based on solid scientific fact.

Huntley Meadow County Park
Drill site located at the far edge
of the marsh meadow

A Holiday Book List

By Fred Paillet, OS Education Chair

Books make ideal gifts for outdoor
enthusiasts who already have almost
everything and new titles keep
emerging faster than we can read them.
When we can’t be out on the trails or
paddle routes, we can enjoy the
adventures, misadventures  and
equipment insights that go with that
through books that take us there from
the comfort of our living room
armchair. Here is a list of titles that |
have enjoyed presented in a compact
format — title, author publication date,
number of pages, and a concise, single-
sentence description of the subject.
This will be enough to home in on

topics of specific interest for additional
exploration and more detailed
description online. All listed books are
available on Amazon, and | have read
each of them myself already. Each
entry is rated on a scale of one to five
on a list of categories:

1=Not so much, 5=Great content
Local content — Extent of relevance to
the Ozark region and its wildlife
Hike/Floa” — Involves hiking, floating
or equipment used for those activities
Environment — Covers climate,
environment and activism

Science — Amount of hard, factual
content

Readability — Extent to which
presentation/style captivates the reader
“Illustrations” — Extent and quality of
photographs, maps and other diagrams.
EVERY LIVING THING - THE
GREAT AND DEADLY RACE TO
KNOW ALL LIFE, Jason Roberts,
2024, 409 p. A history of the origin and
development of our current system of
scientific  (Linnaean) classification
explaining how a lot more than just
science was involved. Local content
(1), Hike/Float (1), Environment (1),
Science  (5), Readability  (4),
Ilustrations (3).

Continued on page 8.



Holiday Book L.ist...continued

THE LANGUAGE OF
BUTTERFLIES - HOW THIEVES,
HOARDERS, SCIENTISTS AND
OTHER OBSESSIVES UNLOCKED
THE SECRETS OF THE WORLD’S
FAVORITE INSECT, Wendy
Williams, 2020. A history of human
fascination with colorful butterflies and
the obsession in their collecting
superimposed on their natural history and
conservation, focused on the famous
monarch migrations. Local content (3),
Hike/Float (1), Environment (5), Science
(4), Readability (4), Hlustrations (3).

ARCTIC TRAVERSE - A
THOUSAND MILE SUMMER OF
TREKKING THE BROOKS RANGE,
Michael Engelhard, 2024. Chronicle of a
food-drop assisted solo trek (and last leg
by float) across the entire width of the
Brooks Range with a recap of wilderness
activism and its heroes, and a strong
argument for Alaskan preservation in the
face of ongoing exploitation.  Local
content (1), Hike/Float (5), Environment
(5), Science (3), Readability (4),
Ilustrations (1)

RIVER WITHOUT A CAUSE - AN
EXPEDITION INTO THE PAST,
PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE
AMAZON AND THEODORE
ROOSEVELT’S RIVER OF DOUBT,
Sam Moses, 2024. A 1992 expedition
with  ethnographers, scientists, tribal
chiefs, and professional river runners
repeats TR’s famous Amazon wilderness
adventure where the chronicle has been
long suppressed over the dismal portrayal
of environmental exploitation exposed by
the story. Local content (1), Hike/Float
(5), Environment (5), Science (3),
Readability (4), lustrations (4).

BRAVE THE WILD RIVER - THE
UNTOLD STORY OF TWO WOMEN
WHO MAPPED THE BOTANY OF
THE GRAND CANYON, Melissa L
Sevigny, 2023. Two intrepid woman
botanists undertake an expedition into the

undeveloped and poorly charted Grand
Canyon in the 1930’s against prevailing
predictions they are doomed, only to
make naysayers eat their words. Local
content (1), Hike/Float (5), Environment

(3), Science (3), Readability (5),
Ilustrations (3).

CROSSINGS - HOW ROAD
ECOLOGY IS SHAPING THE

FUTURE OF OUR PLANET, Ben
Goldfarb, 2023, 370 p. An ecological
evaluation of the impact of our road
system on wildlife ranging from moose
and bears down to turtles and frogs, along
with the various technical strategies used
to alleviate the carnage. Local content (1),
Hike/Float (1), Environment (3), Science
(5), Readability (4), Hlustrations (3).

THE SLOTH LEMUR’S SONG -
MADAGASCAR FROM THE DEEP
PAST TO UNCERTAIN FUTURE,
Alison Richard, 2022. Just about the best
integration of geology, ecology and
science for one of the world’s most
unusual natural areas | have seen, ranging
from continental drift, evolution, human
settlement and the latest environmental
consequences — a deep dive into serious
science presented in a very readable way.
Local content (1), Hike/Float (1),
Environment (5), Science (5), Readability
(5), Hlustrations (3).

THE DOWNHILL HIKING CLUB -
A SHORT WALK ACROSS THE
LEBANON, Dom Joly, 2019. Takes you
along on a trek over the full length of the
Lebanese version of the Appalachian
Trail in a book deliberately designed to
mimic Bill Bryson, but with some serious
landscape description and historical
anecdotes along the way. Local content
(1), Hike/Float (5), Environment (3),
Science (2), Readability (5), Illustrations
(3).

THE OCEANS OF KANSAS - THE
NATURAL HISTORY OF THE
WESTERN INTERIOR SEA, Michael
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J Everhart, 2017. Natural history
(including the exotic creatures that once
lived there) reconstructed for the great
seaway once extending through our
neighboring state at a time when all trace
of life was being eroded away from the
surface of the Ozarks. Local content (5),
Hike/Float (1), Environment (3), Science
(5), Readability (4), Hllustrations (3).

WALKING WITH GHOSTS IN
PAPUA NEW GUINEA — WALKING
THE KOKODA TRAIL IN THE
LAST WILD PLACE ON EARTH,
Rick Antonson, 2019. Outdoor adventure
chronicle of a strenuous guided hike over
rough country on an exotic jungle trail
that traverses some of the most remote
battle scenes of WWII. Local content (1),
Hike/Float (5), Environment (3), Science
(1), Readability (5), Hlustrations (3).

TWELVE TREES - DEEP ROOTS
OF OUR FUTURE, Daniel Lewis, 2024.
A unique portrayal of the complexities of
the combined effects of landscape
alteration and anthropogenic climate
change as demonstrated through the
science involved in the conservation of a
colorful series of threatened tree species
from bristlecone to baobab. Local content
(1), Hike/Float (1), Environment (5),
Science (5), Readability (3), Illustrations

@3).

A WALK IN THE PARK - THE
TRUE STORY OF A
SPECTACULAR MISADVENTURE
IN THE GRAND CANYON, Kevin
Federarko, 2024. A pair of trekking
amateurs are mentored by some serious
mountaineering experts as they complete
a challenging (and sometimes terrifying)
“stroll” the entire length of the Grand
Canyon using a path composed of narrow
cliff ledges on the Supai esplanade. Local
content (1), Hike/Float (5), Environment
(3), Science (3), Readability (5),
Ilustrations (4).



The Ozark Society Membership Application/Renewal

Join us, or renew now! Dues are for one year, January-December, and they include a subscription to

the Society’s newsletter, Pack & Paddle. To join or renew, go online to the Ozark Society website

at www.ozarksociety.net
and click “MEMBERSHIP.”

Or you can fill out this form and send it with a check written to “The Ozark Society.” See below for our address.

Name(s):

Date:

Address:

City, State, and ZIP:

Phone:

Email 1: Old Email (if changed)
Email 2: Old Email (if changed)

Please check one:

0 New Member Start at Section A for your OS and Chapter Membership
] Renewal Start at Section A to renew your OS and Chapter Membership
] LIFE Member Start at Section B to renew just your Chapter Membership

Section A: Please specify both the Level of Membership and the Chapter you are joining:

Level: (choose one)
O Friend: $30 =520 0S +510 Chapter

[ Associate:  $60 = $50 OS +$10 Chapter
[ Supporter:  $110 =$100 OS +$10 Chapter
O Sponsor: $260 =5250 0S +510 Chapter
O Patron: $510 =S500 OS +510 Chapter
O Benefactor: $1010 = $1000 OS +510 Chapter

Section B: For Members who wish to join more
than one Chapter or Life Members renewing
their Chapter Membership only

(Choose as many as you wish and add 510 for each
chapter)

[ $10 Bayou (Shreveport, LA)

[ $10 Buffalo River (North Central, AR)
[ $10 Highlands (Fayetteville, AR)

[ $10 Pulaski (Central, AR)

[ $10 Schoolcraft (Springfield, MO)

[ $10 Sugar Creek (Bentonville, AR)

My Total is: $

Chapter: (choose one)
Bayou (Shreveport, LA)

Buffalo River (North Central, AR)
Highlands (Fayetteville, AR)

Pulaski (Central, AR)

Schoolcraft (Springfield, MO)

Sugar Creek (Bentonville, AR)

No chapter, all to central Ozark Society

OO0oooaoaad

Section C: Donations to our Funds

(Choose any amount)

as Conservation Fund
as Endowment Fund
S Legal Fund

as Youth Grant Fund

Please remit to: The Ozark Society, PO Box 166, Fayetteville, AR 72702-0166.

You will receive a Thank You email from the Ozark Society. Please contact ozarksocietymembership@gmail.com for questions.
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http://www.ozarksociety.net/
mailto:ozarksocietymembership@gmail.com

Ozark Society
P.O. Box 166
Fayetteville, AR 72702-0166

Please Note: If you would like
to save a tree and receive Pack
& Paddle by email, not
through US Mail, please
contact Carolyn Shearman at
oscomms@ozarksociety.net.

The Officer, Director, and Chair List

SOCIETY OFFICERS: President: Brian Thompson, ospresl@ozarksociety.net; Vice President: Tim Mason, osvp@ozarksociety.net; Financial Chair: Kay Ewart,
ozarksocietyewart@gmail.com; Recording Secretary: Sandy Roerig, sandra.roerig@Isuhs.edu; Past President: David Peterson, ospastpres@ozarksociety.net; Co-
Conservation Chair: Alice Andrews, alice209ok@yahoo.com; Co-Conservation Chair Tom McClure caddo716@hotmail.com, Education Chair: Fred Paillet,
education@ozarksociety.net; Community Engagement Chair: Lowell Collins ossugarcreek@gmail.com, Membership Chair: Roslyn Imrie

osmembership@ozarksociety.net, Communications Chair: Carolyn Shearman, oscomms@ozarksociety.net,

STATE DIRECTORS:
ARKANSAS: Mary Schlatterer, schlatterer@yahoo.com; Laura Timby, laurab2053@gmail.com;
MISSOURI: Jennifer Ailor, jailor65721@yahoo.com

LOUISIANA: Roy O’Neal royoneal2@gmail.com, Karen Pitts, tuffenufchuck@aol.com,

CHAPTER CHAIRS: Bayou Chapter: Grace Eyler pbayouchair@ozarksociety.net: Pulaski Chapter: Marybeth McDonald pulaskichairl@ozarksociety.net; Highlands
Chapter: Tom Perry, highlandspres@ozarksociety.net; Buffalo River Chapter: Kris McMillen, buffaloriver@ozarksociety.net ; Schoolcraft Chapter: Curtis Millsap,
schoolcraftchair@ozarksociety.net ; Sugar Creek Chapter: Lowell Collins, ossugarcreek@gmail.com.

BUFFALO RIVER TRAIL COORDINATOR: Michael Reed, mereed@runbox.com

OZARK SOCIETY STORE: Brittany Plouch, outreach@ozarksociety.net.

OZARK SOCIETY ARCHIVES: Stewart Noland, stewartnoland51@aol.com

OZARK SOCIETY DEPOSITORY: Special Collections Division, University of Arkansas Libraries, Fayetteville, AR 72701, (479) 575-5577.

MEMBERSHIP: Dues for membership in the Ozark Society include the overall Society and one Chapter of your choice. The levels are Friend $30; Associate $60;

Supporter $110; Sponsor: $260; Patron $510; and Benefactor $1010+. You can join more than one Chapter however, by just adding an additional $10 for each extra one.

www.ozarksociety.net/membership or mail your check including our Membership Form to: Ozark Society, P.O. Box 166 Fayetteville, AR 72702-0166.
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